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DRAFPT 8 Dec 58
Lir £» Con Schriever to Mr Root

This responds to your letter of (date) » concerning

photographic reconnalssance proposals.
As you sre sware ve made a fairly exteasive study of the general
requivement for sm early satellite reconusissance capability and
of the technical possibility of meeting the necessary users requirements,
snd that ss & result the Thor reconnmissance Program wss cencelled.,
We similarly heve been spprosched recently by individuals,
posaibly from the same scurces, vho have sivanced ldeas sisilmy o
the ones you mentiomed in your letter. As & result we heve cmused
& quick re-assessment of the situstion to be made by & very highly
qualified ad hoc comeittee hewnded by Dr, Blwla Land. Because of
both techmologiosl and palitical gecurity problems, this stuly has
been made without very such fanfare, However, its results were such

&8 Lo gonvince us that 1t is not really possible to construct camera

NRO review(s) completed.
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squipment of worthwhile resolving power, within reguired welght snd

epace limitations, which will produce results of significant value
in the time period we both have in mind.

We have, therefore, discouraged the specific proposale that have
come our way and request that you do the same. An sdded reason for
this kind of action (which, of courae, we cannot use vhen talling to
those melking such p@aﬂm) is that the complication of a
reconnsissaace mission added to the alvemdy sensitive nature of some
of the Thor-boosted shots could cmuse wmsolvable complications.

We would, wam,mmmmmmwumm
informel basis as to your evelustion of the feasibility of smy such

propogals if ‘bizey sean sppliceble m the years to come.
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